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RELATIONS BETWEEN THE LOCAL AND
INTERNATIONAL ECUMENICAL DIALOGUES
-THE CASE OF THE CHURCH OF ANTIOCH-
MR. MICHEL NSEIR

ST. JOHN OF DAMASCUS INSTITUTE OF THEOLOGY
UNIVERSITY OF BALAMAND

The rich pluralism of traditions in the ancient Patriarchate of
Antioch has suffered many divisions in the course of history. As a
result, today, five patriarchs bear the title of the See of Antioch, besides
the Latin Catholic and Protestant communities. During the last decades
a growing awareness of the absurdity of this situation has induced new
efforts to re-establish communion among the different traditions.

The author limits himself here to the attempts made to renew com-
munion between the Greek Orthodox and the Greek Catholic
Patriarchates: the historical context of the 1996 Greek Catholic proposal,
the questions it raised on the theological, ecclesiological and pastoral lev-
els, the reactions in Rome and in the worldwide Orthodox Church, etc.

He then reflects upon these events as a case study to analyze the
relations between local and international bilateral dialogues. Particular
attention is given to question whether re-establishment of ecclesial
communion on the local level is conceivable without a renewed com-
munion on the universal level.

The author is greatly inspired by the Balamand 1993 document of
the international theological Roman Catholic - Orthodox dialogue. He
concludes by presenting some perspectives for the future, in the light
of Pope John Paul II's visit to Syria in May 2001: the creation of a joint
theological commission between the Greek Orthodox and the Greek
Catholic Patriarchates, pastoral transparency, collaboration in theolog-
ical formation and writing of a common church history.



